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Vedlc India, who had ultimately settled there after their long
sojourn in various lancjs, the last being the shores of the
Persian Gulf. This would clearly explain why the civilisa-
tion of the Phoenicians was more highly developed than that
of the other sections of the Semitic family.
The Panis, while settling on the fertile plains near the
mouths of the Tigris and the Euphrates, must have found the
original inhabitants In an extremely savage and wild state,
not knowing the use of agriculture, or any of the arts that
help men to advance on the path of civilisation. It was the
PaQls who first lighted up the torch of culture among them,
and reclaimed them from barbarism. It can therefore be
asserted that the civilisation of Western Asia was first born
on the shores of the Persian Gulf, from which it gradually
spread northwards. A writer says : " It is pure supposi-
tion to say that civilisation in Babylonia started out from the
shores of the Persian Gulf, and spread from there towards
the north, but it is a supposition which has a high degree of
probability. In this direction, points the old legend of Baby-
lonians, as Berossus relates it, which describes the origin of
civilisation in the legend of the divine fish-man Oanoes (or
Musarus Oannes) who caone up in the morning from the
Erythraean Sea, instructed the inhabitants of Chaldea, who
were still living like animals, in the arts and sciences, and
then in the evening, disappeared under the waves* This
fish-god has long r4nce been recognised as the god who is so
frequently depicted on Babylonian and Assyrian monuments,
and it can now hardly be longer doubted that he, the god of
waters, or rather the source of light and fire in the waters,
is the god Ea. This god with his circle is without doubt
indigenous to Southern   Chaidea......Thus   if  legend   traces
the culture of the Chaldeans from the instruction of this god,
this is the origin of the tradition that his -worshippers, who
must have been mariners and dwellers on the sea-coast^
introduced this civilisation into Chaidea-"'
*    Ibid, Vol. I, p. 535.